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ABBREVIATIONS 


ici ancell 
ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
sacs in 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 
BOJ Bank of Japan 
a cc 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
~ CCD charge-coupled device 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
ce anes 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
at 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency 
ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
EU European Union 
Si ass 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
vinsiilieinan 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
— 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
‘olediiden 
[AA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
lIOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
ISS International Institute for Strategic Studies 
ILO International Labor Organization 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
lOC International Olympic Committe 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
sensi dls 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Prefec- 
tural and Municipal Workers’ Union 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
= 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIDANREN (KEIZAI DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations 
KEIZAIl DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
—— 
LBO leveraged buyout 
LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 
— Y— 
M&A merger and acquisition 
MIA missing in action 
MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 
MIT! Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 
MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
a 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NASDA National Space Development Agency 
NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
NGO nongovernmental organization 
NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAI) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENME)) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 
NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 
NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) Japan Federation of 
Employers’ Associations 
NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) Japan Teachers’ Union 
NPA National Police Agency | 
NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
os cae 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OAS Organization of American States 
OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCI Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 
aes Se 
PCBs polychlorinated biphenyl 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
oak OE ccs 
R&D research and development 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAI) Japanese 
Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
ae OE es 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAI) Japanese 
Trade Union Confederation 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
sueak alee 
TCC! Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
ott cnn 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 
UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection 
Cominission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UPI United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
aise * 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
se 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 
oa, ae 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAIl) Japanese Bankers 
Association 
ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 


Major News of December 2003 


Dec. | (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Two Japanese envoys killed in Iraq 
Despite death, Koizumi determined to send DSF 
2003 may be the year the tide turns in battle against 
AIDS 


Taiwan ruling party tries to ease ‘defensive referendum’ 


fears 


Foreign News 
Pakistan to allow Indian overflights(p3) 
Ex-Sen. Roco to take on Arroyo in president poll(p3) 
Spain to stay in Iraq despite ambush(p4) 
Hungarian wins record $23 million(p5) 
Libya denied Mauritania coup aid(5) 
Reagan TV movies focuses on negatives(p5) 


Domestic News 
Tochigi tries to pick up the pieces(p2) 
Diplomats’ vehicle riddled with bullets(p2) 
Seki wins Osaka mayoral race amid record low 
turnout(p2) 
Business News 
Sealing machine makes plastic beer bottles reality(p17) 
Amino sports drinks gaining strength(p17) 
Sports News 
Buttle grabs NHK Trophy, Goebel places second(p22) 
Brazil whips Japan at World Cup(p22) 
Tap Dance City scoops Japan Cup(p23) 


Editorial 
Kashmir cools off(p20) 


Dec. 2 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Diplomat death may stall approval of SDF dispatch 
U.S. kills 54 in strike on rebels 
Diplomats bodies in Kuwait 
No change to Iraq troop plan: Seoul 
Bush set to repeal steel tariffs 
Foreign News 
Hussein sought huge arms deal with N. Korea(p4) 
India, Pakistan restore air links(p4) 
Anzar remains defiant on Iraq war role(p5) 
Al-Qaeda suspect awarded prize by Spanish peace 
group(p5) 
Canadians stuck with Chirac’s bill(p8) 
WHO unveils AIDS program(p9) 
Estonia will become ghost town unless birthrates rise: 
president(p10) 
Domestic News 
NGOs weighing impact of killings, future course (p2) 
New Osaka mayor claims mandate; voters ‘no longer 
care’ (p2) 
Crime rate sees a slight decrease (p2) 
Hashimoto re-elected Kochi governor (p2) 
Imperial family fetes Aiko turning 2(p2) 
Digital broadcasts mark fledgling debut (p2) 
Tokyo holds subway bioterrorism drill (p2) 


Business News 
State seized Ashikaga Bank shares (p12) 


Jittery JT to launch six new products next month (p12) 
Window: bank systems in the works (p12) 

Forge FTA with China, Singapore leader urges (p12) 
Businesses ‘fail to address AIDS’ (p15) 

China unveils long—awaited bank reforms (p15) 
‘Frodo economy’ means mega-dollars for N.Z. (p15) 


Sports News 
Sugita to fight Thai world champ (p21) 
Tamura, Tani formally tie the knot (p21) 


Editorial 
Tread carefully in Iraq (p18) 


Dec. 3 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Takefuji boss held for wiretapping journalist 
U.S. expects Japan to send SDF to Iraq 
Allow SDF to protect embassies overseas: Aisawa 
Russia refuses to sign Kyoto protocal 


Foreign News 

Schroeder gives full German backing to ‘one-China 
policy (p4) 

Maverick set to lead Australian opposition (p4) 

U.S. scraps visitors registration rule (p6) 

French diplomats stage worldwide strike (p7) 

U.K. head Blair, says top shrink (p7) 

Unionist hardliners talk tough as N. Ireland looks in 
vain for fresh start (p7) 

U.K. bans cell phone use while driving (p8) 


Domestic News 
Takefuji wiretapping scandal unfolds (p2) 
NTV admits airing staged news footage (p2) 
War in Iraq not finished yet, government tells lawmaker 
(p2) 
Koreans fail to collect condolence cash (p2) 
Y azaki holds funeral service for worker killed in. 
Colombia (p3) 
Business News 
Daiei signs deal on stadium, hotel (p12) 
EBC chief seeks more investment in Japan (p12) 
Companies pursue image boost via programs for 
disabled (p12) 
Coalition agrees on pension reform (p12) 
Bond supply-demand balance eyed (p12) 
U.S. factory activity fastest in two decades: survey 
(p14) 
China again aims at 7% growth (p15) 
Plan to lift steel duties carefully weighed (p15) 


Sports News 
Nishizawa to take shot at titl (p21) 
Matsui: Pitching the difference between MLB, Japan 


pro ball (p22) 


Editorial 
A victory for hardliners (p16) 


Dec. 4 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
' Six-way talks may face weeks of delay 
Panda lands in Tokyo looking for love 
Massive U.S. sweep misses Hussein’s No.2 


Foreign News 


Tensions prompt U.S. to cancel war games with Taiwan 
(p4) 

Roh wants to send troops to Iraq ‘without delay’ (p4) 

Deng Xiaoping son gets U.N. right prize (p6) 

‘Jap Road’ rubs some wrong way (p/) 

EU talks hoped to lure Russia into Kyoto pact (p7) 

Two million flu cases expected to hit France (p8) 

Right-to-die controversy continues (p8) 


Domestic News 
Auto exam questions leaked to candidates (p2) 
GSDF brigade told to keep mum over Iraq (p2) 
Ishiba briefs Koizumi on fact-finding mission, slips 
away (p2) 
60% want to call the shots when the end is near (p3) 
Birthday party for Emperor in Taiwan displeases China 
(p3) 
Teacher loses battle over ‘Kimigayo’ (p3) 
Business News 
Pension levels to stay above 50% of income (p10) 
New highs forecast for imports, exports (p10) 
Survey finds firms short of manpower (p10) 
Canada to lift ban on Japanese peas (p10) 
Auto sales pick up in U.S. after ‘tepid’ October (p12) 
Senate lets Berlusconi keep his empire intact (p13) 


Sports News 
Indonesian archer grabs first gold (p21) 
Shinjo embraces Sapporo fans (p21) 
Editorial 
Returning a bank to health (p18) 


Dec. 5 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Farmers lose 33-year fight over land at Narita 
Cracks allow solar wind into Earth’s atmosphere 
Swift dispatch of SDF wins backing of 7.5% of pollees 
Bodies of two slain diplomats return 
Australia to sign up for U.S. missile-defense program 


Foreign News 
Roh aides to face graft probe (p5) 
Nationalists win big in Indian polls (p5) 
New Iraqi leader opposes U.S. blueprint (p6) | 
Israel upset by U.S. role in symbolic peace accord (p6) 
Indictment details alleged fraud by Khodorkovsky (p7) 
Iron Age chariot discovered (p7) : 


Domestic News 
Ministry shows photos of envoys’ car(p2) __- 
Time to send people to the frontline in Iraq, Kawaguchi 
Says (p2) ; 
Tokushima inn warned for barring blind with guide 
dogs (p2) 
Bagabandi submits war internee info (p3) 
Half of Tokyoites turned off by tap water (p3) 
Space agency gropes to regroup (p3) 
Business News 
Women still don’t have it easy on Fortune 500 boards 
(p8) 
New rules cut German jobless rate (p9) 
U.S. productivity surges at best rate in 20 years (p9) 
EU's Prodi urges spending-growth tie (p9) 
Drastic improvement seen in business sentiment (p17) 
LDP panel looks to hit working wives for local tax 


(p17) 


FSA seeks DIP experts to run Ashikaga Bank (p! 7) 
EU investors told to consider Japan a sound bet (p17) 


Sports News 
Izawa, Katayama battle it out (p21) 
Kubo blast Japan past China (p23) 


Editorial 
Wiretap charges clip highflier (p18) 


Dec. 6 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Firms ‘freeze’ atomic plant in the works for 28 years 
Train blast near Chechnya kills at least 36, injures 150 
Diplomat slayings laid to Hussein’s assassins 
Bush scraps U.S. steel tariffs 


Foreign News 
Beijing throws wet towel on Hong Kong’s desire to alter 
system (p4) 
Chinese resort pins hopes on Miss World (p4) 
Reagan’s daughter speaks out (p5) — 
White House eyes budget-busting initiatives on space, 
illness, hunger (p6) 
Polish prime minister injured in crash (p6) 
Domestic News 
Death penalty upheld for Hayashi (p2) 
To summarize: Samawah 1s safe for SDF (p2) 
U.N. should play active role in Iraq, Kawaguchi tells 
Annan on phone (p2) 
03 road death toll to be under 8,000 (p2) 
Surrogate-born duo in citizenship morass (p3) 
Group set to protest Enola Gay display draws e-mail 
flak (p3) 
Business News 
U.S. upbeat on Japan recovery (p8) 
Key economic gauge at 100% for October (p8) 
Cabinet endorses budget policies (p8) 
Toyota yanks China ads after facing criticism as 
‘Japanese mongrels’ (p8) 
Lawson set to launch prescription drugs sales (ps) 
Foreign-exchange reserves reach record $644.57 billion 
(p8) 
U.S. consumers get help against ID thieves (p10) 
China to be No. 4 trading nation (p11) 
Key Chinese steel makers welcome U.S. decision (p11) 
U.S. jobless rate at 5.9% (p11) 


Sports News 
Yamada powers to victory in U.S. (p19) 
Kusakabe pulls out of Fukuoka meet (p19) 
IOC to allow retesting of drug samples from 2002 
Games (p19) 
Proper management of Iraqi aid (p18) 


Editorial 
Go slow on troop relocation (p16) 


Dec. 7 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Thousands pay respects to diplomats slain in Iraq 
British ships took nuclear weapons toward Falklands 
before war began 
Iraqi-led tribunal to try war crimes 
U.S. encourages unofficial Mideast plan 


Foreign News 


Taiwan to hold referendum on Chinese missiles (p3) 

Top-level rocket technology puts India in big league 
(p3) 

Bush makes Baker ‘personal envoy’ for Iraqi debt (p4) 

World leaders condemn terrorist attack in Russia (p5) 

Barred Zimbabwe’s Mugabe still dominates 
Commonwealth summit (p5) 


Domestic News 
Dam project may be scrapped (p2) 
Politician held over illegal poll payments (p2) 
U.S. official upbeat about outlook for Japan economy 
(p2) 
Japan’s aid may help North Korea regime survive (p2) 
New Komeito urges caution on SDF dispatch (p2) 


Business News 
U.S. cobbles together free trade agreement across the 
Americas (p17) 
U.S. economy growth boosts Bush standing (p17) 


Sports News 
Japan’s under-20s stun Egypt (p18) 
Mori 2™ in 400 individual medley (p19) 
Tamura defends all-around title (p19) 


Editorial 
Christmas in Japan (p12) 


Dec. 8 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
U.S. hit over slain Afghan children 
Hussein runs resistance from Iraq’s west: loyalist 
Three nations set tactics for N. Korea 
Irish lass crowned Miss World in China 


Foreign News 
Coalition picks Poe to run against Arroyo in ’04 (p3) 
H.K. residents protest Tung political appointments (p3) 
Commonwealth panel scrambles to bridge nift over 


Mugabe (p4) 
Gadhafi sulks at summit of Europe and North Africa 


(p4) 

Saudi Arabia issues list of 26 top terror suspects (p5) 

Argentina wants U.K. apology on nukes (p6) 

U.S. blizzard worsens, sets New York records (p8) 

Two Canadian parties OK merger (p8) 

U.S. congressman has memory lapse in trial on 
accidental killing of biker (p8) 

Flu season in America threatens to be one of the 
deadliest in years (p9) 

Domestic News _ 

‘Basic plan’ for Iraq dispatch to omit specifics (p2) 

Antarctic researchers make it to Dome Base (p2) 

Rebels involved in death of Japanese captured (p2) 


69% of nation is worried about leaked personal info (p2) 


LDP to expel arrested Diet member (p2) 


Business News 
Italians hit streets to fight pension plan (p15) 
Sony’s bond-market savvy encouraging (p15) 
Sports News 
Yamanin Sucre bags Juvenile Fillies (p21) 
Shinya speeds to victory (p21) 
Japan edges Hong Kong (p23) 
Editorial 
A disquieting waste of money (p18) 


Dec. 9 (Tuesday) 
Front Page News 
500 to 700 ground troops to be sent to Iraq 
Putin’s party, allies triumph in poll as liberals shut out 
Defiant Zimbabwe quits Commonwealth 
Ex-slave laborers play trump card 


Foreign News 
Malaysian teens to do national service (p4) 
Beijing residents vent anger in rare poll (p4) 
Liberals denounce poll results in Russia (p5) 
Hussein’s capture wouldn’t halt attacks: general (p5) 
Ex-Nicaraguan leader jailed for diverting cash (p6) 
Caribbean voters reject legislative reform plans (p6) 
November |7 militants convicted (p6) 
Dutch crown prince, wife become parents (p7) 
Novelist Coetzee accepts Nobel Prize behind literary 

persona in Sweden (p7) 


Domestic News 
Panel seeks better treatment for inmates (p2) 
More science projects with EU sought (p2) 
Takefuji chairman admits ordering phone tap, resigns 
(p2) 
Iraq exile turns up anti-U.S. heat, calls on Japan to do 
the right thing (p2) 
Attack on diplomats carefully planned (p2) 
Business News 
Bank lending slipped again in November (p10) 
OSE to propose Hercules-Jasdaq merger (p10) 
New Dior store draws crowd from across Japan (p10) 
Keidanren chief willing to stay on (p10) 
Asian developing economies poised for higher growth 
(p13) 
Aviation titans vie for big deals at Dubai air show (p13) 
Sports News 
Shinya just misses out on second goal (p19) 
Mets net ‘Little Matsui’ (p20) 


Editorial 
~Outmaneuvered in Taipei (p16) 


Dec. 10 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 
Cabinet approves plant to send SDF to Iraq 
First troop deployment to conflict area since WWII a 
foreign policy watershed 
White House critical of Taiwanese referendum 
Mission to Mars proves to be failure 


Foreign News 
North Korea willing to halt nuke program for energy aid 


(p4) 


Survey shows New Zealanders top Web surfers in world 
(p4) 

U.N. to ask court ruling on Israel wall (p5) 

Gore to endorse Dean as Democratic candidate for 
White House (p5) 

Russian demands key to survival of U.N.’s Kyoto 


Protocol (p6) 
. U.N. predicts world population to hit 9 billion by 2300 


(p/) 
Congress Oks first antispam law for U.S. (p7) 


Domestic News 
Ruling on quake insurance overturned (p2) 


Kondo quits both LDP, Lower House (p2) 

Vietnam says it will allow visa-free entry for 
Japanese (p2) 

Koizumi’s credibility placed on the line (p3) 

Opposition leaders refuse to ‘understand’ (p3) 

Dispatch foes grope to find, let alone sway, 
opinion (p3) 

Business News 


GDP growth revised downward to 0.3% (p12) 
Machinery orders climb by 17.4% (p12) 


Extra budget worth 1 trillion is in the works (p12) 
Japan 12" in networks world (p12) 
Treasury chief affirms policy for strong dollar (p15) 
Bush signs new Medicare law as groups vow future 
revision (p15) 
Sports News 
Japan shocks rival in youth world (p18) 
Miyase earns PGA card for 2004 (p19) 
Little Matsui hits Big Apple, set to sign with Mets (p20) 


Editorial 
Continuing with nuclear energy (p16) 


Dec. 11 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Six Afghan children killed in earlier raid 
-Bush chooses Wen over Chen 
U.S. war foes banned from Iraq contracts 
ASEAN leaders arrive in Tokyo ahead of landmark two- 
day summit 
Foreign News 
Scientists unveil mad cow-proof clones (p4) 
Poe formally nominated as candidate (p4) 
Hostages will not be freed soon: rebels (p6) 
Blair to meet Chirac, Schroeder (p7) 
U.N. talks permit GMO forests under Kyoto pact (p7) 
Ten Nobel winners se to receive their prizes (p7) 
Worldwide flu vaccine stocks OK, WHO says (p8) 
Domestic News 
U.S. welcomes approval of SDF dispatch (p2) 
EU attack on press club rebuffed (p2) 
Ueno parades Mexico’s courting panda (p2) 
Ministry gets warmer in search for arsenic 
contamination source (p2) 
Business News 
‘Happoshu’ to eclipse beer for first time (p10) 
Current account surplus rose 38.9% in October (10) 
Business chiefs welcome SDF dispatch (p10) 
Civil servants’ winter bonus falls (p10) 
WTO stresses progress after Cancun debacle (13) 
Chinese factory output fastest in nine months (p13) 
Qatar orders $3 billion Airbuses (p13) 
Singapore second-most IT-savvy (p13) 


Sports News 
S. Korea holds Japan (p22) 
Otsuka joins Padres (p22) 


Editorial 
The most risky mission yet (p18) 


Dec. 12 (Friday) 
Front Page News 


NPA to reveal juvenile crime fugitives’ data 

Japan, ASEAN trio plan FTA talks but hurdles seen 

War crimes tribunal 1s established for Iraq 

No firm links fond trying British forces to *74 Dublin 
blasts 


Foreign News 
China bars public from Japanese orgy tnal (p4) 
Beijing tries out novel experiment —voting (p4) 
Pakistan's Romeo and Juliet typify tragedy of ‘honor 
killing (p4) 
Colombia hostages’ kin get pledge from Unibe (p5) 
Egyptian, Iranian presidents hold landmark talks in 
Geneva (p5) 
Shirin Ebadi receives Nobel Peace Prize at Oslo 
ceremony (p6) 
Draft EU Constitution still leaves nfts among nations 
(p6) 
Domestic News 
GSDF performs drill in run up to Iraq deployment (p2) 
EU again calls for end to press clubs (p2) 
Government pressures court to dismiss ‘war orphan’ suit 
(p2) 
State ran wartime brothels: U.S. archive (p3) 
Soldier’s diary returns to family after 60 years (p3) 


Business News 
Daimler-Chrysler merger ‘still good deal’ (p8) 
ADB upgrades E. Asian economic growth outlook (p9) 
Australia’s strong economy continues to generate jobs 
(p) 
Local governments to get 420 billion tax windfall 
(p17) 
Nakagawa prods ASEAN counterparts on trade security, 
WMD proliferation (p17) 
Sultan Bolkiah of Brunei pilots jumbo jet into Tokyo 
(p17) 
Russia wants Japan to join Siberian oil exploration 
survey (p17) 
Finance guru Omura to head World Bank unit (p17) 
Sports News 
Giants trade Iriki for the Fighters’ Ide (p23) 
Mayor Bloomberg welcomes ‘Little Matsui’ to Big 
Apple (p20) 
Editorial 
Russian reality test for Kyoto (p18) 


Dec. 13 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Japan, ASEAN look to future 
Optimism among big manufactures soars 
U.S. target warhead hit in test of missile shield 
Climate change killed 150,000 in 2000, annual toll may 
double: WHO 


Foreign News 
‘Kiwi Buddha’ back home to attend special ceremonies 


(p4) 
U.K. queen has face, knee surgery (p5) 


‘Lost’ van Gogh work may fetch 3 million euro at 


auction (p5) 
Europe opens constitutional talks divided over the 


balance of power (p6) 
UNICEF calls girls’ lack of education a global 


emergency (p/) 


Human trafficking in Europe increasing, organizations 

find (p/) 
Domestic News 

Foreigners on terror watch list could get the boot (p2) 

ASDF advance team to be sent to Qatar, Kuwait (p2) 

LDP task force’s expressway plan emphasizes more 
road construction (p2) 

Strict student visa screening eyed (p3) 

Osaka mummy unseen by millions (p3) 

Court to seek funding info in Nakagawa suit (p3) © 

Record child asthma rates tied to pollution, diet (p3) 


Business News 
Arroyo upbeat about FTA with Japan (p8) 
Haneda airport runway plan moves ahead (p8) 
Boards here in need of outsiders: U.S. headhunter (p8) 
Key points of Japan-ASEAN partnership pact (p8) 
Washington may bring Tokyo’s OK of ‘kampo’ life 
policy before WTO (p8) 
G-20 looks to keep up tough line on farm subsidies 
(pil) 
Sports News 
Iriki rips Yomiuri after being traded (p22) 
Tamura, Tani exchange vows (p22) 


Editorial 
A triumph for Mr. Wen (p16) 


Dec. 14 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
Martin is sworn in as Canadian leader 
EU constitution talks collapse 
Ikeda tipped for top Ashikaga Bank job 


Foreign News 
S1x-way talks on N. Korea possible in Dec.: South (p3) 
Afghans delay constitution meet (p4) 
Bush believes Halliburton overcharged Pentagon (p4) 
Three Muslims’ sentencing delayed in Detroit case tied 

to 9/11 attacks (p4) 

Ex-Azerbaijani President Sliev dies in U.S. at 80 (p5) 
Cote d'Ivoire shootouts leave at least 19 dead (p5) 
U.S. buys 100,000 doses of flu vaccine (p6) 


Domestic News 
SDP puts on brave face at national convention (p2) 
Four children killed in blaze in Nagoya flat (p2) 
Japan seeks U.S. help at Iraq mission (p2) 
Crime crackdown includes plan to cut illegal foreign 
residents (p2) 
Survivor of atomic bombs protest Enola Gay exhibit 
(p2) 
Business News 
Visionary farming firm tackles Egypt’s problems (p14) 
Phone help for Windows 95, 98 off (p14) 
Bertesmann and Sony finalize music merger (p15) 
Summit adopts information society ‘constitution’ (p15) 
EU, G-20 jointly urge new global trade talks (p15) 
Sports News 
Shinya coasts to victory (p21 
Suguri superb in short program (p21) 


Editorial 
What the Wright brothers wrong (p12) 


Dec. 15 (Monday) 


No paper issued due to press holiday. 


Dec. 16 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Cornered Hussein tried to negotiate 
Geneva Conventions apply in Hussein’s case: Rumsfeld 
Japan pleased but still wary of security situation 
Russian prime minister discussed pipeline 


Foreign News 

Police on high alert after failed attempt to assassinate 
Musharraf (p4) 

China issues first-ever list of ‘terrorists’ (p4) 
Hussein, facing trial in Iraq, may face death penalty (p5) 
Hussein capture provides relief for Bush (p6) 
Media worldwide leads with news of tyrant’s arrest (p6) 
2004 shapes up as another annus horribilis for EU (p8) 


Domestic News 
Hansen's disease patients in S. Korea to seek funds (p2) 
Tokyo sues North Korea-linked school (p2) 
Rengo backs detained Myanmar activist (p2) 
Japan Highway chief pitches autonomy (p3) 
Koizumi offers to aid sinking Tuvalu (p3) 


Business News 
Tax Commission urges tobacco-tax shift (p12) 
Farm gap puts kibosh on Mexico FTA talks (p12) 
Households’ financial assets finally rebound (p12) 
Hussein’s capture set to boost U.S. stocks (p15) 
German parties agree on $19 billion in tax cuts (p15) 
Asian IT industry set for strong growth: report (p15) 


Sports News 
Japanese horses fail to notch win (p23) 
Tsukada to complete in Europe (p23) 
Hayakawa bags Honolulu Marathon (p23) 
Love proves too strong for stalking Tiger (p23) 
Boca Juniors capture Toyota Cup on penalties (p24) 


Editorial 
‘We got him’ (p20) 


Dec. 17 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Hussein’s life in hands of Iraqis, says Bush 
Hussein denies leading or planning insurgency 
Researchers succeed in rate stem cell cloning 
experiment 
Kasyanov sees pipeline merits but remains noncommital 


Foreign News 
Fears for lives of Nauru asylum seekers (p4) 
Taiwan’s opposition won't back unification(p4) 
Dean sticks to antiwar stance despite breakthrough (p5) 
Bin Laden, Omar will be caught, says Afghan head (p5) 
Sharon plans to evacuate Gaza Strip in spite of U.S. 
warnings (p6) 
Chirac likely to back school headscarf ban (p6) 
Top court to hear Cheney case (p7) 


Domestic News 
. Hibakusha slam Enola Gay show (p2) 
Koizumi in dark over Kanzaki Mideast trip (p2) 
Next Supreme Court justice named (p2) 
Psychiatric tests threaten denouement of Abe trial (p2) 


King of -* 100 stores sets up shop in Canada, eyes U.S., 


Europe next (p3) © 

Ex-abductees view videos of offspring (p3) 

NPO opens craft shop to fund effort to eradicate land 
mines (p3) 

Business News 

LDP advocates more income tax powers for cities (p12) 

Ruling coalition agrees to hike pension premium to 
18.35% (p12) 

New Ashikaga Bank president named (p12) 

BOJ monetary policy intact; ABS program under review 
(p12) 

Norway bars oil hunts off Arctic islands (p14) 

WTO misses deadline to restart Doha negotiations (p15) 

Schroeder says deal shows nation can change (p15) 


Sports News 
Record season earns Fudo MVP (p19) 
Lee signs two-year deal with Marines (p20) 


Editorial 
Deepening ties with ASEAN (p16) 


Dec. 18 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Taiwan scientist contracts SARS 
Truck bomb kills 10 in Baghdad 
Coalition says consumption tax hike in 2007 could save 
pension system 
Two Chinese get life terms for hotel orgy 
Foreign News 
Roh confirms Seoul will send 3,000 troops to rebuilds 
Iraq (p4) 
Canberra washes hands of asylum responsibility (p4) 
Despite Hussein capture, Iraq hurts Blair (p5) 
Bush's poll rating jumps in wake of U.S. nabbing 
Hussein (p5) 
Iraq’s foreign minister raps U.N. over ‘failing’ his 
nation for 35 years (p5) 
Berlusconi dealt blow with Italian president nixing 
media bill (p6) 
‘Mad cow’ disease fatality tied to blood transfusion 
(p6) 
World goes crazy for last installment of ‘Rings’ (p7) 
Domestic News 
Core dispatch set for February (p2) 
Japanese Embassy in Baghdad issues alert (p2) 
A-bomb survivor in U.S. sues for medical benefits (p2) 
As seas rise, Tuvalu calls for emission cuts (p2) 
Kin of Ehime Maru victims seek U.S. probe (p2) 


Business News 
Firms team up on Net-linked appliances (p8) 
Pension reformers give short shrift to the bigger picture 
(p8) 
Real growth projection seen at 1.8% (p8) 
Bonuses see first rise in three years (p8) 
Bush signs landmark antispam legistration (p10) 
U.K. to boost airport capacity (p10) 
Core inflation rate in U.S. tumbles to 38-year low; trade 
deficit shrinks (p11) 
Mercosur, Andean nations to merger as free trade bloc 
(pil) 
Sports News 
Kitajima honored for golden effort (p21) 
Blue Wave rewards Tani with big raise (p22) 


Japan fights back to down China (p18) 

Lions’ Matsui ready to jump to big leagues (p20) 
Editorial 

Graying Japan needs a road map (p16) 


Dec. 19 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Arms exports to U.S. to get nod 
Infected scientist may have exposed others to SARS 
Bodyguard drugged, betrayed Hussein: paper 
Koizumi Oks SDF deployment plan 


Foreign News 

Chinese courts pushed to buy execution vans (p4) 

Trade center leaseholder says rebuilding will take 10 
years, cost $12 billion (p5) 

Nonessential U.S. envoys get OK to leave Saudi Arabia 
(p>) 

Iran set to sign accord with U.N. atomic agency (p6) 

November 17 leaders get life terms (p6) 

London sets ‘short, sharp’ N. Ireland peace talks (p6) 


Domestic News 
High court backs elevated Odakyu line (p2) 
Man ‘from Mars’ cuts two students (p2) 
Officials debate details of Futenma move (p2) 
Dominican Republic emigrant aid eyed (p2) 
- 63% of pollees fear terrorists will target Japan (p2) 
Laboratories get warning on handling SARS samples 
(p3) 
Okayama University to test new cancer vaccine (p3) 
Business News 
SEC approves overhaul of NYSE after scandal (p8) 
H.K. bourse gets China Life IPO bounce (p8) 
U.S., France settle bank fraud case (p9) 
Asia upbeat on economic recovery in 2004: FEER (p9) 


Sports News 
‘Jumbo’ fires course record (p23) 
Fujinishiki dies of kidney failure (p23) 
Yankees to open 2004 at Tokyo Dome (p24) 
Tuffy set to sign with Giants (p24) 


Editorial 
Juggling act obscures real threat (p18) 


Dec. 20 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 

Six arrested over shooting attacks on Aum, union 
offices 

Japan approves plan for missile defense 

Sharon issues ultimatum to Palestinians 

Powerful courts deal double setback to White House’s 
war on terrorism 

Jackson faces 9 charges 


Foreign News 
Beijing hospitals turn in samples of SARS virus (p4) 
Religious freedom abuse in Asia hit in U.S. report (p4) 
Putin blasts U.S. for war in Iraq (p5) 
Bush visits troops at D.C. hospital (p5) 
Head of panel probing 9/11 says attack was avoidable 

(p5) 

Iran signs nuclear documents (p6) 
Milosevic knew about Srebrenica massacre: Clark (p6) 
British coroner set to hold inquest into Diana’s death 


(p7) 


‘Green River killer’ gets life in prison (p7) 


Domestic News 
Minister orders release of asylum-seeker (p2) 
15% fall in problem pupils finds doubters (p2) 
Backer’s arrest is egg on DPJ man’s face (p2) 
Tanaka’s spouse faces LDP wrath for putting family 
before the party (p3) 
Union membership under 20% for first time in postwar 
ere (p3) : 
Hinomaru hoisted at all spring graduation events (p3) 
Business News 
Real growth seen at 1.8% in fiscal 2004 (p83) 


‘Ministry set to propose *¥82.11 trillion budget draft 
(p8) 
McDonald’s founder’s exit doubles loss (p8) 
Toshiba, Nissho Iwai in Vietnam deal (p8) 
NYSE picks insider as new CEO (p10) 
Thailand threatens U in trade tow (p11) 
Moscow gets tough with its oil giants (p11) 
Sports News 
Ai-chan to compete in four events (p19) 
Big payday for Ichiro (p20) 
Editorial 
Captive of a democracy (p16) 


Dec. 21 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
Libya to abandon WMD programs 
Draft 2004 budget relies heavily on bond issuance 
Final plans unveiled for skyscraper at former World 
Trade Center site 
Foreign News 
130 feared dead on Philippine landslides (p3) 
Pakistan women can wed without parental consent (p3) 
Annual death toll from conflict of Israelis, Palestinians 
halved (p4) 
Zimbabwe shuts sole critical paper (p5) 
European Mars mission’s orbiter ejects probe for 
Christmas landing (p6) 
Domestic News 
Defense Agency ready to treat troops suffering PTSD in 
Iraq (p2) 
Lawyer to be Osaka’s new deputy mayor (p2) 
Honshu-Shikoku Bridge to merge with road firm (p2) 
Hotel issues full apology for Hansen’s disease snub (p2) 
New Komeito chief goes to Samawah (p2) 


Business News 
Euro zone Oct. trade surplus stable (p16) 
EU ministers hook deal on fish quotas (p17) 
OECD backs linking loans to environment (p17) 
Sports News 
Goda alone on top in Okinawa (p19) 
Akiyama claims 300" victory (p119) 
Editorial 
A crisis in Europe (p12) 


Dec. 22 (Monday) 
Front Page News 
U.S., U.K. found Libya had surprisingly advanced arms 


Decision on nuclear fusion site put off 
12 more Taiwanese cleared by officials of having SARS 


Foreign News 
Hu, Bush confer via telephone (p3) 
Philippine landslides kill 77; 123 missing (p3) 
Philippines’ Ople gets state funeral (p3) 
Six-hour London talks closed Libya deal (p4) 
Hussein’s native village on edge over who betrayed him 


to U.S. (p4) 
Alleged bin Laden tape aired on Arab channel (p5) 
Bus crash kills 11 in Belgium (p6) 
Guinea leader set to win new term (p6) 
France’s Raffarin gets list in poll (p7) 
Grandmother crashed in polar copter record bid (p7) 
Hundreds gather at Jackson's ranch to express support 
(ps) 
Domestic News 
Five more held on shootings, bomb threat (p2) 
Ground troops may go to Iraq next month (p2) 


Taxpayers face ¥2 trillion bill for bad loans (p2) 
Bilateral criminal probe accords in the offing (p2) 
Spanish minister arrives for talks (p2) 
Japanese found dead in Hong Kong (p2) 
Business News 
Drugs send Japanese research to record high of *¥ 16.7 
trillion (p11) 
Consumer-loan firms find eager allies (p11) 
Sports News 
Yokozuna Akebono set to do battle in K-1 ring on New 
Year Eve (p18) 
Kasai 10" in World Cup event (p19) 


Editorial 
Forfeiting the watchdog role (p14) 


Dec. 23 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Expressway plans get green light 
U.S. warns of ‘credible’ threat of near-term terrorist 
attack 
I am still the Iraqi people’s choice, says Hussein 
Philippine ferry sinks; over 70 dead 


Foreign News 

China to enshrine private property rights (p4) 

Mudslide toll hits 127 1n Philippines, set to rise (p4) 

The American soldier named as Time’s Person of the 
Year (p5) 

‘Loya jirga’ head claims progress made on post-Taliban 
constitution (p5) 

Hussein capture doesn’t guarantee U.S. troop reduction 
(p5) 

Businessman Berezovsky wants to build Russian 
opposition (p6) 

Trial begins for Djindjic’s suspected assassins (p6) 

Brother, sister who survived Holocaust reunited in Israel 
(p7) 

Deadline nears for 9/11 compensation fund (p8) 

Domestic News 
Top court rules against ex-JNR workers (p2) 
' Ministry vows immediate steps to improve correctional 

system (p2) 

Two years urged for Tsujimoto in salary fraud trial (p2) 

Japan, Spain pledge unity in Iraq reconstruction work 


(p3) 


Center strives to give young Britons a chance to learn 

Japanese (p3) 
Business News 

Trade surplus climbed 11.3% in November (p10) 

Tertiary activity saw 1.1% rise in October (p10) 

Ministers finish fine-tuning draft budget for 2004 (p10) 

FTA negotiations with South Korea get under way (p10) 

Convenience store sales down again (p10) 

Competition pushes many American banks into seven- 
day weeks (p11) 


Sports News 
Stablemaster slams Asashoryu (p19) 


Editorial 
The SDF ‘is not going to war’ (p16) 


Dec. 24 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Russia ties Iraqi debt writeoffs to oil deals 
Pakistani scientists ‘aided Iran’ 
Magnitude-6.5 quake rocks California; two dead 
Japan paid Taiwan redress for wartime executions 
Jews confined by Imperial forces: papers 


Foreign News 
Over 300 dead or missing in Philippines disasters (p4) 
Bush holds antiterrorism security meet (p5) 
_ Egypt’s foreign minister attacked by Palestinians (p6) 
Canada’s new prime minister promises range of 
initiatives (p6) 
Colombian rebels free foreign hostages (p6) 
Military ordered to stop giving anthrax shots without 
consent (p/) 
Domestic News 
Okinawa return sought in ’68 (p2) 
Security agency focuses on terror attacks, N. Korea (p2) 
Emperor turns 70, greets well-wishers (p2) 


Man tosses *¥ 1 million from tower (p20) 
Maruha charged with N.Z. fishing offenses (p3) 


Oh must pay 3 million to get wife’s ashes back: caller 
(p3) 
Sports News 
World Sports 2003 (p20) 


Editorial 
Mr. Sharon strikes again (p14) 


Dec. 25 (Thursday) 
Front Page News 


Cabinet approves ¥ 82 trillion budget 

Mad cow disease found in U. S. 

China swoops on 24 Taiwan ‘spies’ 

Bush crafting plan to help immigrants work legally in 
USS. 


Foreign News 
Musharraf to give up military power, seek confidence 


vote (p4) 


S. Korean POW goes home 50 years after end of war 


(p4) 


Turkey, Bharain on alert after U.S. terrorism warning 


(p5) 
Powell calls on N. Korea, Iran, Syria to ‘get smart’ like 


Libya (p5) 
California declares state of emergency (p7) 


Domestic News 

High-profile lawyer cleared of obstruction (p2) 

Koizumi gives a pep talk to ASDF prior to sending lead 
element to Iraq (p2) 

Japan, Germany, France to train Iraq cops (p2) 

Ex-NCP chief faces charges of violating campaign law 
(p2) 

Japan defense role urged in’50s (p3) 

Erring doctors, dentists face retraining (p3) 


Business News 
Mexico to impose 50% tariff on Japanese autos (p8) 
Relief eyed for small firms set to go bust (p8) 
Government to cut ODA by 4.8% in fiscal 2004 (p8) 
Nakagawa off to U.S., Southeast Asia (p8) 
Dairy giant Parmalat will file for bankruptcy (p10) 
Canada to share lessons from crisis (p11) 
Overall impact of mad cow case on U.S. economy may 
be limited (p11) 
U.S. posts best growth rate in 20 years (p11) 
Sports News 
Pro-Pyongyang high school to play at Hanazono 
tournament (p19) 
Ozeki Tochiazuma takes prestigious east slot (p20) 
Shimizu grabs lead at nationals (p20) 
Japan Sports 2003 (p22) 


Editorial 
It’s Pyongyang’s move (p16) 


Dec. 26 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Musharraf survives second bid to kill him in 11 days 
Terror fears ground airliners 
U.S. rushes to trace cause of mad cow outbreak 
Pyongyang offers to free abductees’ kin—but there’s a 
catch 
Foreign News 
Deadly bird flu outbreak in Korea fuels fears about 
chicken (p4) 
Mao memorabilia making a bundle 110 years after his 
birth (p4) 
Democracy discussions in Afghanistan to continue (p5) 
Sharon-Qureia summit plans delayed by killings (p6) 


Domestic News 

Ringleader in coed slaying gets life term (p2) 

Japan to probe U.S. mad cow case (p2) 

Curry-poisoner told to compensate families of victims 
(p2) 

SDF to aid Iraq in democratization, Koizumi tells 
Qatar’s Al-Jazeera TV (p2) 

Mori’s arrival in Taipei on ‘private’ trip spurs sharp 
Chinese rebuke (p3) 

Video-based drug sales get qualified ministry OK (p3) 

Top court rejects Filipino women’s sex-slave suit (p3) 


Business News 
Pondering the year’s mysteries on Wall St. (p8) 
Japan shouldn’t weaken yen, ex-BOJ chief says (p9) 
Ashikaga Financial seeks protection from creditors (p9) 
Koizumi taps foreign-investment ads (p9) 
RCC expected to get lawyer named as its next president 


(p9) 
Sports News 
Shimizu defends men’s sprint crown (p23) 


Report says Nakata set for Bologna (p24) 
Tuffy inks two-year, $10 million pact with Giants (p24) 


Editorial 
Privatizing the highway corporations (p18) 


Dec. 27 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Thousands killed as quake hits [ran 
ASDF advance team off to Mideast 


CAL told to pay ¥5 billion for crash 
Japan officially slaps ban on U.S. beef over BSE scare 


Foreign News 
Musharraf attackers identified, minister says (p4) 
North Korea suggests nuclear issue talks soon (p4) 
Alleged killer says Djindjic shot to stop extraditions to 

Hague (p6) 

Liberian rebels block U.N. troops (p6) 
Canada’s top court upholds law on pot (p7) 
Portuguese president grants Christmas pardons (p/7) 


Domestic News 
Courts rejects Tokuyama dam lawsuits (p2) 
Jikei med school fires three doctors standing trial for 
malpractice death (p2) 
Mori calls for caution over Taiwan referendum (p2) 
Stalled Tokyo-Pyongyang talks frustrate abductees (p2) 
Ministry urges overseas travelers to get insurance (p3) 


Business News 
No panic over latest BSE scare (p8) 
Mail delivery in the red in most parts if Japan (p8) 
Oshima is favorite to head General Council of WTO 
(p8) 
Unemployment rate unchanged at 5.2% (p8) 
Consumer prices declined for a fifth year in 2003 (p8) 
WTO row over farm subsidies set to ignite in 2004 
(p11) 
Sports News 
Arakawa grabs lead at national c’ships (p18) 
Yoshii takes pay cut to stay on with Orix (p20) 


Editorial 
Mr. Gadhafi’s change of heart (p16) 


Dec. 28 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 
Iran says quake death toll at 20,000 
Japan dispatches rescue teams to quake-hit Iran 
ASDF teams land in Kuwait, Qatar for Iraq mission 
China reveals first suspected case of SARS in six 
months 


Foreign News 
N. Korea agrees to fresh round of nuclear talks (p3) 
Iran quake victims desperate for help as relief fails to 
come (p4) 
Relatives watch as divers retrieve bodies from plane 
crash in Benin (pS) 
U.N. probe into Iran nuclear program now touches 
Europe (p5) 
Michael Jackson says he’s no pedophile, sleeping with 
kids ‘acceptable’ (p6) 
Milosevic could win parliamentary seat in absentia (p6) 
Domestic News 
U.S. to seek lifting of ban on beef (p2) 


LDP’s Arai in election vote-buying probe (p2) 

Immigration controls to be stepped up at ports across 
Japan (p2) 

Osaka school killer marries on death row (p2) 

DBJ to tie loans to environment efforts (p2) 


Business News 
U.S. has lost 90 percent of beef exports (p17) 
Unauthorized charges ‘cram’ phone bills of unwitting 
(p17) 
Sports News 
Stunning win for Ando over Arakawa, Sugur (p20) 


— Editorial 


Behind the veil in France (p12) 


Dec. 29 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Hope for those under rubble fades 
Cow infected with BSE originally from Canada, say 
U.S. investigators 
Japan to seek early round of six-party talks 
Iraqi suicide bombers strike in Karbala 


Foreign News 

Thaksin vows to keep troops in Iraq (p3) 

WHO urges overseas testing of ‘SARS’ case (p3) 

Roh replaces three ministers in shakeup (p3) 

EU chief Prodi unhurt in explosion of booby-trapped 

parcel (p4) 
Afghanistan likely to adopt presidential form of 
government (p4) 

World mobilizes to aid Iran (p6) 

Ireland to have historic role in next EU presidency (p8) 
Domestic News 

Unmarried couple attempted 1n vitro (p2) 

Man found dead in Gifu police cell (p2) 

Baker arrives to ask for Iraq debt relief (p2) 

A-bomb hall to show its first photo of U.S. POW (p2) 

National 2003 (p20) 
Business News 

Concerns rise as dollar continues to fall (p11) 
Sports News 

First Japanese world champ dies (p17) 

Symbol Kris S. gallops to win in season finale (p18) 


Editorial 
The year politics turned a corner (p14) 


Dec. 30 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Search for survivors out of time 
Japan set to waive most of Iraq’s debt, Koizumi tells 
US. 
Libya shows nuclear equipment to IAEA, allows snap 


probes 
Mad cow meat sent to 8 states, Guam 


Foreign News 
Evacuees return home after China gas tragedy (p4) 
Taiwan presidential race tight (p4) 
~ Serbian Radical Party leader Seslj wins election (p5) 
Berger claims Guatemala presidency (p5) 
Death toll rises as aid reaches Iran victims (p6) 
Federal efforts to keep BSE out of U.S. criticized (p7) 


Domestic News 


LDP Diet member Arai arrested for vote-buying (p2) 

‘Two SDF planes will transport aid to quake-hit Iran (p2) 

Meiji Shrine girds for turnout of 3.5 million (p2) 

Tokyo hopes Pyongyang, like Libya, eases nuclear 
posturing (p3) 

Helper-dog law opening doors, minds (p3) 

Revised law would ban use of cell phones while driving 
(p3) 

Airports get SARS kits (p3) 

Business News 
Mobile commerce market taking off (p10) 
Bankrupt companies failed to disclose risk information 


(p10) 
Japan not ready to debate lifting of ban on U.S. beef 


(p10) 
Workaholic Francis Mer seeks disciples (p13) 
Signs point to rosy U.S. economy in 2004 (p13) 
Australia poised to benefit from U.S. mad cow woes 
(p13) 
Sports News 
Seibu signs Fernandez from Lotte (p18) 


Editorial 
Fight against SARS begins at home (p16) 


Dec. 31(Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Stock rise in ’03 was a pleasant surprise 
Yoshinoya ‘gyudon’ may vanish over U.S. beef ban 
Gadhafi remarks sincere: ElBaradei 
U.S. will require marshals on some flights into nation 


Foreign News 
SARS returns to haunt China as reporter tests positive 


(p4) 


Musharraf gets extraordinary powers in Parliament vote 


(p4) 


First ever joint Sino-Europe space mission 1s successful 
(p4) 

Baby is pulled from Bam rubble (p5) 

Hussein reveal he spirited billions abroad (p5) 

Holstein probably infected before ’97 feed rules enacted 
(p6) 

Electoral panel confirms Milosevic, Seselj won seats in 
Serbia Parliament (p6) 

Rebels blamed as papal envoy to Brundi 1s shot, killed 
(p6) 

Jackson’s spokesman quits post (p7) 

California, Oregon drivers stranded by huge snowstorm 
(p7) 

Domestic News 

ASDF planes leave for Iran quake relief (p2) 

Lawmaker Arai sent to prosecutors over vote-buying 
(p2) 

Al-Jazeera to open Tokyo bureau in ’04 (p2) 

South Korea to lift ban on Japanese cable TV (p2) 

Foreigners, Japanese hone kanji skills (p2) 

Visaless foreigners easy scapegoats (p3) 

2003 saw 30 sentenced to hang, 56 lose appeals (p3) 


Business News 
Automakers turn to ‘telematics’ to get tech lover’s 


attention (p12) 
Japan needs to develop coordinated trade policy amid 


era of FTA talks (p12) 


70% of business leaders say the economy Is improving 
(p12) 

South Korean trade surplus swells (p15) 

Palau is newest member of ADB (p15) 

Analysts see yuan revaluation in 2004 (p15) 

New Zealand wins praise from rating agency (p15) 
Sports News 

Pettersen outjumps rivals (p20) 

Iraqis have Olympic dreams (p21) 
Editorial 

Assault on the established order (p16) 


